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Participants:
- # of School Based Matches - 0 - but will start program at 2-3 schools soon (COVID pause)

- #of Community Based Matches - 47. Waiting List - 59 (recently updated)
- #of Work Place Mentoring Matches - 0 (COVID pause)

Program Highlights:

- At this point, we remain on pause with most of the schools that we partner with. We had
hoped to do some in person programming at a few schools that were willing to host us, but
two of them have informed us that because of the recent covid surge, they will not be able to
participate at this time.

- Because we will not be allowed into the schools for the foreseeable future, our school-based
mentor manager William Gore is putting together an after school academic enrichment
program that will also feature social skill building. William will package this with the intention
of our bigs and littles having fun while learning!

- Over 40 matched bigs and littles as well as the families of our littles attended our drive thru
Holiday Party on Dec. 18. All those present received a hot meal, snacks, gifts, gift cards and
special prizes for those individuals and those vehicles that were “dressed” in the holiday spirit.
We thank the Arby’s Foundation for their support in making this event possible. We saw a lot
of smiles that day.

- In addition to the Holiday Party, we distributed gifts to over 20 littles and families of littles
through the generosity of the Family Gift Program and the Immanuel Church in Camillus.

Upcoming Events:

- BBBS fund-raiser at World of Beer...Destiny USA...1/16/22...1:00 to 5:00 pm.
- Advisory Council Mtg. Monday 1/11/22 5:30 Zoom
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January is National Mentor Month, and members of Peace Incorporated’s Big
Brothers-Big Sisters Program in Syracuse are trying to recruit more “BIGs” to
help change young lives.

Basketball is a common bond between Calvin Davis, 14, and his mentor Tony
Baird. Calvin already has a smooth jump shot, but Tony has been helping the
Corcoran ninth grader get even better.

What You Need To Know

e More than ever, Peace Inc. organizers in Syracuse say Big Brothers Big Sisters volunteers are
needed

e January is National Mentor Month

e Organizers say becoming a "Big" requires as little as six hours a month and doesn't have to cost
you anything

“Working with weights a little bit, jumping ability and those types of things.
But especially his shooting and defensive skills. There's things that we can
do to start working on those types of things,” said Baird.

Tony’s relationship with Calvin extends far beyond the basketball court. For
the past four years, the Syracuse business owner has been Calvin’s big
brother in Big Brothers Big Sisters in Syracuse.

“When I’'m with him, we do like studying, and basketball and going to church
on Sundays,” said Davis.

From homework and cards to checking out a ballgame, the two have formed
a strong friendship that comes at a time when Calvin really needs a role
model.

More than ever, adults are needed to provide support to kids to help motivate
them, help them keep their grades up and focus on goals.
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“Their grade point average in school goes up. The measure of their self-
confidence improves. The chances that youngsters will be involved with the
juvenile justice system sharply decreases if they have a mentor in their lives,”
said Peace Inc. Big Brothers Big Sisters Program Executive Director John
Bruzdzinski.

With a waiting list of youngsters seeking mentors, officials say there are
plenty of opportunities. You don’t need a ton of time, nor will it be expensive.

“All we do is we ask for six hours a month from our volunteers, and that can
be contact time; that could be phone calls; that could be Zoom with your
‘Little’; that could be emailing back and forth; and of course, in-person
contact as well,” said Bruzdzinski.

Officials say that time spent with a mentor can be valuable to a kid like
Calvin.

Big Brothers-Big Sisters plans to hold its annual "Bowl for Kids’ Sake"
fundraiser in March. If you're interested in volunteering or becoming a big
brother or a big sister, you're encouraged to contact the Peace Incorporated
program in Syracuse at 315-470-3369, extension 361. You can also visit this
link for more information.

Story link with video...

https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/human-
interest/2022/01/06/syracuse-big-brothers-big-sisters-mentors-needed



